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r--------FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF---------,

I am honored to have been chosen as Editor-In-Chief for Volume 21. This issue of The Law
Forum marks the beginning of our third decade of publication. The second decade ended on
a positive note as The Law Forum won a third place "Award of Excellence" in the 1989-90
American Bar Association/Law Student Division Newspaper & Magazine Competition. This
represents thefourth consecutive year (and fifth of the last six years) that The Law Forum has
been honored with an award in the competition. We hope to be able to continue to represent
the School of Law in a winning manner with this years' issues.
Our lead article focuses on the causes and effects of global warming, and the attempts by
national and international legislatures and organizations to combat this threat to humanity.
Currently, the environmental legacy that we will leave to our children and theirs is quite
appalling. The future is at stake, and we must strive to make every day "Earth Day"!
The second article is on the propriety of courtroom closure and the related constitutional
rights of defendants, the media, and the public. In metaphorical terms, the strained levee of
the criminal justice system and the rising tide of courtroom chaos have led to sandbagging
measures that are necessary to avoid a flood of disorder. However, the possible erosion of
traditional and constitutional rights requires careful judicial engineering.
Next, our final feature article deals with the preservation of historic landmarks from the
effects of construction. The protection available under various federal, state, and local laws
are considered through the use of a hypothetical property.
Finally, the Recent Developments section summarizes a baker's dozen of interesting
opinions from the United States Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals of Maryland.
The Law Forum Editorial Board and Staff wish to apologize to our readers for the delay in
receiving the final issue of Volume 20 (Spring 1990-20.3) and this issue (Fall 1990-21.1).
Due to a myriad of difficulties, the current Board and Staff assumed responsibility for
publishing Issue 20.3, in addition to the three issues comprising Volume 21. We have made
every effort to get the publication back on schedule, and we believe we have succeeded. Our
next issue, Winter 1991 - 21.2, will be printed and mailed to you in August 1991. We hope
to have Spring 1991 - 21.3 completed by the end of this summer. Thank you for your
patience.

Brian M. Kurtyka
Editor-In-Chief
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DEAN'S
FORUM
Laurence M. Katz, Dean

University of Baltimore
School of Law

Dear Alumni:
This academic year has had its share of challenges, successes, and losses. We started the year
with the back-drop of strong and encouraging inspection reports from the American Bar Association and the Association ofAmerican Law Schools. Both accrediting bodies detailed the significant
progress made by the School of Law across a broad array of areas, ranging from curriculum, to the
quality of the student body, to faculty scholarship, to student participation in interschool moot
court competitions.
The class which entered in the Fall, 1990, is the strongest ever by all measures and it is a diverse
group. Women constitute 56% of the day and 48% of the evening entering classes. They represent
52% of the combined entering class. In addition, minorities comprise 21.8% of the class. More than
16% of the evening class entered law school already having earned graduate degrees. It is no longer
true that our students come directly from undergraduate school. Most of our students do not. ,
Many bring with them significant work experiences and advanced studies. There were those who
predicted that the application rate for the Fall, 1991 class would level off or decline. That has not
happened. As ofApril, application volume was over 20% above last year. I am sure this is the result
of a number of complex factors, but I do not think it is stretching too far to attribute this
phenomenon, at least in part, to a recognition of the quality of our program. It is offered at a very
reasonable cost - especially when compared to private law schools.
We are also proud of the success of our students on the Maryland State Bar examination. The
pass rate of those graduates taking it for the first time is consistently higher than the statewide pass
rate.
The employment information from the Class of 1990 shows that of those graduates who have
responded with information, over 88% were employed within six ( 6) months of graduation and of
that group, 69% were in law-related positions. Of course we are concerned about the placement
prospects for this year's graduates. Given the poor state of the economy, especially in the real estate
market, there clearly will be an effect on the capacity of many traditional employers to continue the
rate of employment of new lawyers. Alert to these realities, the Career Planning and Placement
Office, advised by a standing faculty committee, has been developing additional law-related career
options for consideration by our students. I feel confident that our graduates will remain competitive in any market.
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As is well known, the poor economy has adversely affected the revenue expectations of the State
of Maryland. Reduced revenues to the state has meant a reduced budget for all of higher education,
including the law school. For us the impact has been felt in a number of areas in our operating
budget. The hardest hit is the Law Library. Subscription cost increases had already exceeded the
budget even before the reductions. The reductions have forced us to prioritize the collection and
cancel a significant number of subscriptions - not a happy circumstance.

All is not doom and gloom, however. Alumni and other friends of the School of Law have made
truly dramatic contributions to soften, at least partially, the blow of these budget reductions. Over
the years, we have saved a portion of annual giving in a separate fund expecting to use the growing
income to support annual programs and also as a rainy day fund. Well the "rainy day" is this year.
We are very grateful to our alumni for providing the School of Law with the ability to soften the
impact of the budget reduction in those areas of the budget which so directly affect students and
faculty alike. Annual giving is also financing the Law library's partnership with the twelve other
University of Maryland System libraries in a computerized library system which will provide access
to all collections in the system. It is hard to imagine how we could function at a respectable level
without the support of alumni and others.
The adjunct faculty also came through with flying colors. Thirteen practitioners and judges
taught on a pro bono basis during the Spring semester. In addition, a number offulI-time members
of the faculty volunteered to take on additional teaching responsibilities on very short notice. I
have always been proud of the contributions of the lawyers and judges who form the adjunct
faculty. Their experience and teaching ability enrich the curriculum and benefit the students
significantly. In the best tradition of our profession this past semester, they went far beyond the call
of duty. We are grateful to them.
ChiefJudge Richard P. Gilbert of the Court of Special Appeals of Maryland was the Chairman of
the Law Advisory Committee from its inception in 1980 until his untimely death in March. As an
alumnus, his accomplishments throughout his career brought us much pride. He had wide ranging
interests and truly unique talents. Happily for the School of Law, he never forgot his alma mater.
Under his leadership, the Advisory Committee has provided important guidance as the School of
Law sought and achieved full accreditation from the ABA and membership in the AALS, developed
the Graduate Tax and Summer Abroad programs and approved a Strategic Plan for the 1990s. He
gave freely and enthusiastically. He was always available to consult with me and the faculty on law
school matters and to represent our interests. We are fortunate to have had his loyal support. In his
memory, his family has established theJudge Richard P. Gilbert Memorial Scholarship Fund within
the University of Baltimore Educational Foundation. In accordance with Judge Gilbert's wishes,
the income from the fund will be used for scholarships for senior evening students based upon the
students' financial need. I am confident that this Scholarship Fund will receive the support it
deserves and that in future years many senior evening students will be benefitted by its existence.
Supporters of the Fund may make contributions to the University of Baltimore Educational
Foundation, Inc. We are proud to have Judge Gilbert's name associated with the School of Law in
the form of this Scholarship Fund as it highlights his commitment to part-time evening law studies
and his interest in the success of those who undertake that challenging task
The Advisory Committee is a vital part of the School of Law community. I am happy to report that
Shale D. Stiller, Esq., an experienced member of the Committee and a prominent member of the
Maryland bar, has agreed to serve as Chairman. I look forward to working with him and the other
members of the Committee as our faculty and administration work for the continued progress of
the School of Law.
Sincerely,

Laurence M. Katz
Dean
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